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CGAR QUARTERLY 2010 

Researcher Highlight 
Dr. John Tomblin 
 

 Dr. John Tomblin, has served as the  

Executive Director of National Institute for 

Aviation Research (NIAR) at Wichita State 

University (WSU) since 2004.  His responsi-

bilities include administrative and technical 

oversight of NIARôs fourteen laboratories.   

 

Dr. Tomblin has also served as director of the FAAôs Center of 

Excellence for Composites and Advanced Materials (CECAM) 

since its establishment in 2003 and NASAôs  National Center for 

Advanced Materials Performance (NCAMP) since its establish-

ment in 2005.  He has been working in the area of material 

qualification and insertion to general aviation production for the 

past 8 years primarily as part of the NASA Advanced General 

Aviation Transport Experiments (AGATE) program, of which he 

served as chairman of the advanced materials working group.  

Recently, he began a follow-on effort through NCAMP to follow 

the work started by AGATE. 

 

Dr. Tomblin has authored more than 120 peer-reviewed publica-

tion in the areas of composite and advanced materials research 

including extensive reports for the AGATE program and FAA 

technical reports. 

 

Dr Tomblin received a Ph.D. and masterôs degree in mechanical 

engineering and a bachelorôs degree in aerospace engineering 

from West Virginia University 
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Editor: Mike Edwards 

Associate Editor: Ainsley Robson 



  

 Each year, the FAA Center of Excellence (COE) names a Student of the Year. This 

year, the DOT/ FAA, COE Outstanding Student of the Year was awarded to Andrew P. 

Leonard. Mr. Leonard is currently working on a Master of Science in Aviation at the  

University of North Dakota (UND). In January, Andrew traveled to Washington D.C. to 

accept his award at the Annual Winter Meeting of the Department of Transportation.  

 

Andrew was chosen out of 35 other students who were nominated for his/her  

achievements and promise for future contributions to the transportation field. At the  

University of North Dakota, Andrew has been working with Leslie Martin on the Heli-

copter Advanced Navigation Research Flight Training project that is part of CGAR. 

  

Within the CGAR study, Andrew works on collecting and organizing data that comes 

from the UND helicopters participating in the study. This study looks at how  

accurately helicopters could fly predetermined GPS routes. After each flight is  

completed, Andrew takes the flight data and digitally recreates the actual flight taken for 

comparison to the predetermined flight path of the helicopter prior to liftoff. In addition 

to his research, Andrew teaches several undergraduate courses. He also serves as an Alti-

tude Chamber Operator. 
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CGAR Annual Meeting 

Fairbanks, AK 

June 15-17, 2010 

 

www.cgar.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAA Air Venture: Oshkosh, WI 

July 26ðAugust 1, 2010 

 

www.airventrure.org 

 

 

ATCA: Washington DC 

October 24-27, 2010 

 

www.atca.org 

 

 

 Starting April 13th through 18th, CGAR will be in 

Lakeland, FL with the annual Sunôn Fun festivities.   

 

Like every year the spring starts the beginning of the Air 

Show Season, where thousands of aviation lovers come to 

see the aircraft put on a show for them.  Sunôn Fun also 

serves as a continuation of the Florida Air Museum's year 

round activities for education and preservation of  aircraft.  

 

At this event each year there are around 450 different  

educational forums, seminars and ñhands-onò workshops 

for individuals to enjoy.  There is also going to be   

approximately 500 commercial exhibitors showcasing their 

products. 

 

This year the air show will  be concluded by the United 

States Air Force Demonstration Team, the Thunderbirds, 

who will be flying on the 17th and 18th. 

 

For even more information about Sun-N-Fun feel free to 

visit the organizations website www.sun-n-fun.org. 


